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Movers & Shakers Movers & Shakers

Kutter Walters Legal Costs Limited is based on an 
approachable structure and aims to be considered 

as an extension of your firm, rather than simply an 
outsourced service. The company started in 2012 with 
just 2 local clients and has steadily grown since, with a 
large client base which spans the UK. Our experienced 
team provides ongoing advice throughout a case and 
guidance to help manage your costs from the outset. 

We specialise in a number of areas of Costs, including; 
Inter Partes, Legal Aid, Solicitor Client, Court of Protection, 
Advocacy and Mediation.

Kutter Walters strongly believes in the ongoing provision of 
Legal Aid. We have a team of dedicated Legal Aid costs 
experts who are ready to advise you on how to maximise 
profitability from your cases. CCMS has changed the way 
in which legal aid costs are claimed and our team is at the 
forefront of changes to the evolving system.

We have structured fee plans to ensure continuity across 
your cases and billing processes. We keep our charges 
transparent and competitive, and include our charges for 
consideration.

In light of the ongoing Coronavirus emergency we remain 
accessible and are fully prepared to continue our provision of 
our services and are happy to discuss your needs.

To speak directly to our team, please call 01273 569 650. The 
Head Office is based in Brighton and Hove and we provide 
our services to firms across the UK. You can also visit our 
website www.kutterwalters.co.uk for more information.

We at Kutter Walters Legal Costs Limited are proud sponsors 
of the President’s Dinner. ■

Earlier this year Sinclair Gibson established a dedicated 
Family Office Services Group, to provide a range of 

personalised services to families, their offices, trustees 
and other advisers that complement the firm’s specialist 
private client work.

The Family Office
Whilst family offices are nothing new, their popularity has grown 
significantly within the last ten years; a trend that is likely to 
continue. It has been estimated that there are now more than 
10,000 family offices worldwide, with the vast majority in Europe.

With the legal, regulatory and tax environment continuously 
changing, the management of a family’s affairs requires a 
considerable amount of effort and expertise, often involving 
multiple jurisdictions and professional advisers. Naturally, 
families are increasingly looking for all of their affairs to be 
managed under one roof.

Family offices can now be found in a range of settings, including 
law, accountancy and investment firms. The term itself denotes 
many meanings and typically extends beyond the traditional 
wealth management of a single family.

The Services
To balance the safeguarding and growth of wealth for future 
generations with the immediate needs of current generations, 
requires an in-depth understanding of, and close relationship 
with, each family. Family offices are said to have a “helicopter-
view” of the family’s situation as well as a deep personal 
knowledge of their historic affairs.

The role of the family office is extremely varied, ranging from day-
to-day administrative tasks to sophisticated succession and tax 
planning. The services offered by our group, although principally 
driven by the needs of the family, fall into the 
following categories.

Trust Administration and Governance
The administration of family and charitable trusts can be 
onerous. Our trust administration and governance work includes 
conducting trustee meetings and implementing trust distributions 
and other decisions, as well as all aspects of HMRC tax 
compliance work, including the preparation of income, capital 
gains and inheritance tax returns.

Probate and Estate Administration
Executors and administrators of a deceased’s estate undertake 
significant responsibilities in their role. Our group deals with the 
administration of estates comprising both domestic and foreign 
assets and provides advice relating to trusts in the UK and 
overseas in order to obtain the relevant grant of representation. 
We have the capability and expertise to deal with estate 
accounting and the tax affairs for the period of administration. 
Working closely with the private client team also provides 
seamless post-death planning where opportunities exist of which 
the group has extensive experience in its implementation and 
dealing with any allied reporting requirements.

Our litigation department assists the group in relation to any 
disputes arising in the context of estate administration.

Accounting services
Effective tax planning often involves the establishment and 
maintenance of complex structures which have specific 
accounting requirements. In addition to the accounting services 
described above, there is a significant network of both onshore 
and offshore accountants and fiduciaries with whom we work to 
ensure that where required and appropriate, the preparation of 
accounts and submission of relevant documentation to HMRC 
and Companies House, as well as the relevant authorities in 
other jurisdictions, is identified and dealt with.

Investment Management and Strategy Liaison
Our group has a strong referral network which enables us 
to assist with the selection of investment consultants and 
managers, and liaise with them as necessary in relation to 
ongoing strategy, monitoring and review.

Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney (‘LPAs’)
Well-drafted testamentary documents ensure the correct 
succession plan is implemented and may enable substantial 
tax savings through the careful use of relevant reliefs and 
exemptions on death, and/or the creation of flexible ongoing 
trusts. LPAs are also an important part of family planning that can 
reduce family conflict at critical times.

The Group 
The Family Office Services Group at Sinclair Gibson is headed 
by Angela White, who has over 25 years of experience in trust 
management for wealthy families as well as probate and estate 
administration.

The group works hand-in-hand with the private client team, but 
also liaises with the firm’s family and litigation departments in 
order to deliver services across a broad spectrum.

Managing partner Lucy Gibson says: “We pride ourselves on 
our particular approach to private client law. We are known for 
our highly personal and discreet service based upon long and 
close client relationships developed over many years. The formal 
establishment of the family office services group continues this 
culture. Our role in relation to particular clients whom we have 
advised through generations places us in a unique position to 
assess their continuing day-to-day wealth planning needs and 
the best means of ensuring the long-term stability and protection 
of their assets.” ■
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Nicola Wainwright is a specialist clinical 
negligence solicitor with more than 20 

years’ experience. She joined JMW Solicitors 
LLP in April 2020 as the first partner in the 
clinical negligence department to be based 
out of their London Office, which opened in 
May 2019.

Nicola had previously spent 20 years at Leigh Day in London, the 
last 14 of which she was a Partner. 

Nicola specialises exclusively in clinical negligence claims for 
patients arising from medical treatment that has gone wrong, or 
from a failure to provide medical treatment. She has expertise in 
a wide range of claims, but particularly those that are complex or 
that result in severe, life changing injuries. 

Nicola has acted in many high value cases for clients who have 
suffered brain injuries, including children injured at birth or due 
to infections, such as meningitis, and adults who have suffered 
neurological injuries during surgery or as a result of a delay in 
diagnosis of disease, such as encephalitis. Nicola also acts 
for clients who have suffered other types of injury, including 
gynaecological injuries and those arising from delays in diagnosis 
of diseases and sepsis. Nicola acts for the families of those who 
have died. She regularly assists bereaved families with inquests, 
including Article 2 inquests, into their loved ones’ deaths.

Most recently, Nicola successfully settled a claim for a 9-year-
old-girl who had suffered permanent brain damage due to the 
misuse of forceps during her delivery at West Middlesex Hospital. 
She also secured a six figure sum of compensation for a 75-year 
old man who suffered brain damage during sinus surgery and 
successfully concluded a claim for a lady who suffered spinal 
injuries as a result of poor mental health care which left her 
unnecessarily suffering symptoms of psychosis and depression. 

Nicola is described in Chambers & Partners legal directory as a 
‘highly experienced lawyer who achieves great results’ for clients. 
Clients describe her as ‘incredibly empathetic and understanding’ 
and as ‘having great communication skills’.

Nicola qualified as a solicitor in 1997 after training with Pictons. 
She specialised in personal injury and clinical negligence at 
Davies & Partners, Birmingham before joining Leigh Day in 2000, 
since when she has specialised exclusively in clinical negligence. 

Nicola is a member of the Law Society Clinical Negligence 
Accreditation Panel and an Association of Personal Injury (APIL) 
Senior Litigator. She is currently the Co-ordinator of Apil’s Special 
Interest Group on Procedure.

Nicola is a member of FOCIS (Forum of Complex Injury 
Solicitors), the Westminster & Holborn Law Society and the 
Association of Women Solicitors, London (AWSL). She sits on 
the CSR and Pro-Bono Committee of Westminster & Holborn 
Law Society. Through these organisations Nicola helps fight for 
access to justice for all and for equality and diversity. ■
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